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432 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

IV. 

DONN PIATT ON ARTHUR RICHMOND. 

In the " Notes and Comments " of the Review for January, Donn Piatt ap- 
pears as defender of President Cleveland against what he calls " mere vituperative 
assaults " in Arthur Richmond's article in the previous number ; at which Colonel 
Piatt expresses himself " disgusted." Should Mr. Cleveland happen to read both, 
it might be difficult to say at which he himself would be the more disgusted, the 
"assault," or the defense. Colonel Piatt is indeed almost as "vituperative" as 
was Richmond, with the addition of wounding in the house of his friends. Among 
other things of like complimentary tenor and effect touching Cleveland's Adminis- 
tration, Piatt says : " The political condition of affairs is enough to make the old 
leaders in the time of Jackson turn in their graves." This is discouraging ; but 
there is more like it. Of Cleveland himself, Colonel Piatt, speaking prophetically, 
says : " That he will not enact so brilliant a r61e as did Old Hickory, we can well 
know." The utterance of this depreciative vaticination is doubtless quite safe. 
But more follows ; for the Colonel declares that " President Cleveland is not 
a great man, makes no pretension to statesmanship;" — and so on. 

The correctness of statement in all this I would not presume to deny. But, 
considered as mode and matter of defense against "vituperative assaults," it 
would certainly prompt Mr. Cleveland to insert in his litany the devout invoca- 
tion, " Deliver me from my friends !" But, while admitting the correctness of 
Donn Piatt's statements in regard to President Cleveland, I must point to one 
thing that challenges correction. Speaking of the present Democracy, Colonel 
Piatt says : " It is not a party in the sense of that name when President Jackson 
vetoed the bill perpetuating the United States Bank, ruined the depositors,''' 1 etc. 
As to the change that is said to have come over the Democratic party since Jack- 
son vetoed the Bank bill and " ruined the depositors," I venture no opinion. More- 
over, I think it was quite proper that the bill for the renewal of the United States 
Bank charter should have been vetoed, because of its monopolistic character ; but 
the statement that General Jackson's veto of the bill " ruined the depositors " is an 
error of such magnitude as to seem incredible, as having come from Donn Piatt's 
pen. The fact of record is, when the renewal of its charter was refused, the United 
States Bank, on reaching the limit of its former charter, proceeded to wind up its 
affairs, and closed its accounts to the uttermost farthing without the loss of a 
single dollar to any man living or dead — whether depositor, stockholder, or bill- 
holder. Then, to assert that President Jackson's veto " ruined the depositors," is 
unjust to Jackson and untrue to history. 

Probably Colonel Piatt has unconsciously muddled the United States Bank 
with the institution known as the " United States Bank of Pennsylvania," which 
ended in disaster, but with which General Jackson had no more to do than Donn 
Piatt had. The same erroneous statement has not infrequently been made by men 
more pretentious of knowledge in political history than Colonel Piatt has ever 
appeared to be. But, all the same, the statement was as incorrect in them as it 
now is in him. The truth of history demands its correction. 

I. J. Allen. 



